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Y ame flands already prin- 
ted to a late Eſſay, entitled, 


Several Aſſertions proved, in order 


to create another Species of Money 


than Gold and Silver, of which I 


am not aſhamed , and I have added 


my Mame to this, that {whatever 
Uſage it meets with) I may fland 
bound to recognize it. 

J hope ¶ have ſuch a Warrant to 
ſearch for Truth, that will juſtify 


me in breaking through all Crafts 


and Sciences to find it; as H auger 
_ David and his Men, for 


enrr ring | 


* 
— — * SALAS — — — SY — ” — 2 
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PREFACE. 


enrring rbe Prieff's Hoe, and e- 


ing the ö heu- Bread. 

And becauſe I find that I hall 
ſcarre be able to begin, much leſs to 
get through, my Argument, without 


unfolding ſome M. Dfteries - of 1 - 


quity between P riefts. and 
ers, relating 70 the Tiles and Ser- 
tlements of Lands, 1 hope, that the 


Modern Profeſſors of either of theſe 


Sciences will not be offended with 
me for ſpeaking the whole Truth ; 
but if they ſhould, They will 3 
by be Witneſſes againſt themſelves, 
that they juſtify the Deeds of their 
Fathers. 


nd if 4 ſbould * charg d ich | 


Prophaneneſs, for mingling fatred 
Things with Ne IT will ſhelter 


myſelf 


Ms, 


e 


2 
ME 


. PREFACE. 
myſelf under the Lord of the Sab- 
bath, who was accuſed for doing 
| Buſineſs on that Day; and 

Haud timeo fi jam nequeam defendere 

crimen, 

Cum tanto commune 
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SEVERAL 


A SSERTIO NS 
„ PkSCTna * 
In order to introduce a BI LL, 
Eſtabliſhing a REG 1ST RY. 
F O R 


Tiri.zs of LAND. 


FIRST 1 


That as the Law now ſtands, the 
Freehold Lands in England may 
be incumbered in divers Manners, 
and at divers Places. 


| P R OV E D. 
REE-HOLD Lands may be in- 
cumbered theſe ſeveral Ways: 

1. By Feoffment, which muſt be exe- 

cuted in the Place where the Lands lie. 

B 2, By 


( 2] 
2. By Grant with Attornment, of which 
the Tenants muſt have Notice. 


3. By Fine and Recovery (with a Deed 


leading the Uſe) which are Matters of 
Record. 

4. By Bargain and Sale, inrolled in ei- 
ther of the Four Courts at Weſtminfer, 
or with the Cos Rotulbrum of the County 
where the Lands lie. 

5. By Judgments in Three Courts at 

Wikia. 

6. By Recognizances entered in the 
Courts where they are acknowledged. 

7. By Statute-Merchapt and —__ 
tranſmitted into Chancery, 

8. By Leaſe and Releaſe, which may 
be executed any where. 

9. By Leaſes granted out of the Lands, 
which may be executed any where. 


10. By Rent-charges granted out of the 


ſame, which may be executed any where. 
11. By Will in Writing. 
12. By Bonds to the King, which are 
in the Nature Statutes-ſtaple. 
All 


” LIN 
HUT 


= 


All theſe are Incumbrances made by the 
Act of the Party. Beſides which there 


are others that happen by Default, as Acts 
of Bankruptcy,' Eſcheats, and Attainders. 


Now I am not going to calumniate the 
Law, for allowing of ſo many ſorts of In- 
cumbrances on Lands, but for permitting 
them to be done in divers Places, Which 


doth render the Titles to Lands incertain, 


and therefore is a Deficiency in the Law : 
And tho' the Law hath directed ſeveral of 
them to be recorded, yet this doth not 
remedy the Incertainty. 

Firſt, Becauſe theſe Records do lie in 
ſeveral Places, which makes the Search 


thereof chargeable, and the — dif- 


ficult. 


Secondly, Becauſe thoſe that are upon Re- 
cord, have no Preference above thoſe that 
be not; ſo that ſhould a Purchaſer diſ- 
cover all that are recorded, he may be 
defeated by thoſe that are not; which can 
never be diſcovered, but by the Confeſ- 

1 ſion 


„ 


ſion of them that made them, becauſe 
they may be executed any . | 

Therefore the Drift of this Eflay, is to 
give a Sanction to one Place above all the 
reſt, by annexing a Privilege to it, and 
leaving it to every Man's Pleaſure whether 
he will purchaſe that Privilege or not. 
To ſhew the Neceſſities and Conve- 
niencies whereof, I offer the following 
Arguments, 


3 


SECOND ASSERTION. 


That the Advantage taken (by the 
1 Conveyances in the Law) of the 
= Statute of Uſes, 27 H. VIII. in 
making clandeſline Conveyances, 
# Contrary to the true Intent and 
| Meaning of that Parliament, and 
4 all the avowed Laws and Cuſtoms 
. of England, doth occaſion a We- 
cefſity of a Regiſtry to prevent 


Eheim. 


PROFE © 
N tracing out the Occaſions of making 
this Statute, I was drawn through all 
the Statutes againſt Mortmain, as far back 
as Magna Charta, which doth prohibit | 
the giving Lands to Religious Houſes, by | 
which it did ſeem to me, that Lands had 


been ſo given before that time, or elle it 
| 5 had 
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had not been prohibited: For human 
Prohibitions generally come after the Fact 
committed, whereas the Laws Divine pro- 
hibit by way of Prevention. Adam was 
forbidden the Tree, before ever he had 

The firſt Statute againſt Mortmain was 
made by God himſelf, before the Fact 
committed; for by the Moſaical Law, 
which inſtituted the firſt Society of Prieſt- 
hood, the Levites are forbidden to have 
any Inheritance but the Tithes, that they 
might not dote upon their Poſſeſſions; but 


Avarice increaſing upon them by an Ac- 


quiſition of Wealth, which they did not 
know how to diſpoſe of, they agreed to 
ſet up a Public Treaſury, by way of a 
Joint Stock, for the Uſe of the Church, 
which was not within the Words of the 
Prohibition ; and out of this Joint Stock 
they paid Judas the thirty Pieces of Silver, 
which being returned by him, they were 
loth to part with it, and yet puzzled what 
to do with it, becauſe being the Price of 

| Blood 


FFF 
Blood, it was againſt their own Canons; 
to put it again into their Treaſury ; There- 
fore they took Counſel, 'and bought the Pot- 
ter's Field to bury Strangers in. As my 


Lord Coke commends the Wiſdom of our 


ancient Clergy, for always choofing the 
moſt learned in the Law to be of their 
Counſel, ſo it ſeems theſe Prieſts of old 
were endued with the like Wiſdom :. For 
the Children of this World are wiſer in 
their Generation, than the Children of the 
Light. 1 


Now theſe Lawyers adviſed their Clients, 


that notwithſtanding this Canon, they 
might purchaſe Lands with this Money, 
and annex them to their Church : But 
this being againſt the Law Divine, pro- 


hibiting their purchaſing of Lands, the 


Lawyers found this Stratagem, To pur- 
chaſe theſe Lands for a Burying-place only, 
in the Nature of a Church-yard ; which 
being a thing of Neceſſity, and made ſa- 
cred, would exempt, or at leaſt excuſe, it 


from this Statute againſt Mortmain, and 


the” 


| 


19 
the Prieſts computing that this might turn 
to as much Profit as any thing elſe, (hav- 
ing double Duties for Lodging of Men, 
and ' Meat for Horſes) they conſented to 
lay out their Money in it. (Any thing to 
get a Penny in an honeſt way.) 

And this Field of Blood was the firſt Spot 
of Glebe in the World, to which the Prieſts 
will be intitled (in right of the Church) if 
ever they gain the Poſſeſſion of the Holy 
Land. V | 

But having laid their Neſt-Egg, they 
went on to join Field to Field, and had 
they been let alone, had converted whole 
Kingdoms into Holy Ground before now. 

And why Houſes of Religion are ſaid 
to be more haunted with Ghoſts than Lay- 
Tenements, I cannot tell, unleſs ſome of 
their ſubſequent Augmentations were the 

Price of Blood, as well as their original 
Purchaſe. | 

But now to begin at our Laws: It is 
ſtrange to obſerve, how the Parliaments of 
England did hunt the Prieſts and Lawyers 
with 


E&P 


with Statutes againſt Mortmain, from 


the making of Magna Charta, ꝙ H. III. 
to this Statute in 27 H. VIII. and Tm could 


never catch them. 


The Statute of Magna Charta (as has 


been obſerved) probibited the giving of 
Lands to any Religious Houſe : To evade 


this, the Lawyers adviſed the Clergy two 
Things: Hit, That whereas ſeveral great 
Eſtates were held of them, under ſmall 
Rents, that they might purchaſe in theſe 
: Eſtates to their Church, becauſe they were 
before held of them. Secondly, The Pro- 
hibition of the Statute being to Religious 


Perſons only, that the Secular . | 


were exempted. 
To hunt them out of theſe Holds, the 
Statute of 7 E. I. called Statutum de Re- 
ligioſis, doth prohibit any religious Per- 
ſons, or others (which includes the Secular 
Clergy) by any manner of Craft or Engine 
fo take Lands in Mortmain, and ſo they 
could not purchaſe in the Eſtates held of 
them, | | 
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70 evade Statute, the Lawyers 

adviſed the Clergy, That if they had any 
filly Confeſſants who had a Mind to be 
cheated of their Eſtates, they might ſuffer 
a feigned Action to be brought againſt 
them, and therein loſe their Lands by 
Default, which Recoveries were adjudged 
by. the Juſtices not to be within any of 
the Words of this Statute, and therefore 
they were allow'd; For that Recovernes 
N being proſecuted in courſe of Law, were 
= by Law preſumed to be juſt and lawful, 
i} though they were done in Fraudem Legis. 
. Io drive them out of this Hold, the 
1 Statute of Maſtminſter 2. makes all Lands 
. fo recover d to be forfeited to the Lords of 
| the. Fee, and for want of their Entry to 
1 the King, 

To evade this Statute, the — ad- 
= viſed the Clergy. two Things: Finſt, 
= That for all Lands lying round the Church, 5 
they might enter into them by Aſſent of 

: the Tenants, and make them Church- 1 
iff yard by Bullsof the Pope (whether they had 4 
it . | this 


8 


this by Precedent from the original Pur- 


cbaſe, or'according the Proverb, That good 


Wits jump, is not material, Secondly, 


They adviſed: them that they might pur- 
chaſe Lands in the Names of other Perſons 
to their Uſe, 


To hunt them out of theſe Holds, FM 
Statute of 15 R. II. prohibits both theſe. 


To evade this, the Lawyers adviſed the 
Clergy, that they might purchaſe in the 


Names of other Perſons in Truft for them- 
' ſelves; which Truſt was not within the 


the procifh Words of Uſe. 2 
And thus the Prieſts continued to cheat 


the People of their Eſtates, and the Law- 
yers the King of his Eſcheats, for above 
three hundred Years together, in Spight 
of all Laws made to the contrary, - | 


In which time they had taught the Laity 


this Craft, to convey away their legal 
Eſtates to Perſons in Truſt, whereby to 
prevent the Deſcent to the Heir, and con- 
ſequently the Wardſhip to the King and 
other Tonk, and yet to keep the Uſe and 

3: Per- 


[ 12] 
Pernancy of the Profits to themielves and 
Families: Of which H. VIII, complain- 
ing to his Judges, they adviſed an Act for 


Transferring. all Uſes and Truſts into 
Poſſeſſions, for which Purpoſe a Bill was 


drawn by the King's Counſel, and pie- 


ſented to the Houſe of Commons in the 


24th Year of his Reign, when it was 
rejected, but paſs'd in the 27th, which is 
this Statute of Uſes, 

And four Years after a Statute paſs'd 
north all the former) for Diſſolution of 


| Monaſteries ; by which the Prieſts loſt 
their Lands, and the Lawyers their Clients 


(though not their Cunning) as will ap- 


pear by the Sequel. 


Now thisStatute of Uſes 27 H. VIII. hath 
introduced a new Conveyance in the Law, 
(which was not before) by way of Bar- 
gain and Sale, for though a Bargain and 
Sale did raiſe a Uſe at the Common Law, 
yet it was not a complete Conveyance to 
tran fer the Poſſeſſion, without an actual 
er, of it in the Country ; ; but now 
this 
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this Statute doing that Office by transfer- 
ring the Uſe into a Poffeſſion, a Bargain 


and Sale became a complete Conveyance 
without any other Ceremony, and the 
fame Parliament foreſeeing that this Bar- 


gain and Sale ſo perfected, might become 


a clandeſtine Conveyance to be executed 
any where, did intend to provide againſt 
it by making a ſhort Statute the ſame 
Seſſions for that Purpoſe, called The Sta- 
tute for Enrollments, by which all Con- 


veyances of Inheritance of the Freehold, 


which paſs by Bargain and Sale only, are 
to be enroll'd within ſix Months after the 


Date, that Purchaſers may have Notice 
thereof from the Record. 


But of late Vears the Lawyers have topt 
their Inventions upon theſe two Statutes. 
For, Firſt, They make a Bargain and 


Sale for a Term only (now generally call'd 
a Leaſe for a Year) and which is not with- 


in the Statute of Enrollments, and by 
this the Leſſee gains a Uſe at Common 
Law, and a Poſſeſſion by the Statute of 


Uſes; 


r. We * ha 2 n — 4 PPP * 2 5 wh i I * 
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Des; which makes him capable of tak- 
ing a Releaſe of the Reverſion at Common- 
Law, and then they make a Releaſe to 
him and his Heirs accordingly, Which 
two Deeds make him one perfect Convey- 
ance, and ſo by putting the Common Law 
at both Ends, and the Statute of Uſes in 
the Middle, the Statute for Enrollments is 
bilk'd, and theſe Conveyances by Leaſe 
and Releaſe, which are clandeſtine Con- 
veyances, and invented by the Abuſe of 
one Statute, and the Illuſion of the other, 
are become the common Conveyances of 

I challenge the Inns of Court to ſhew 
= that either the Common Law or any Par- 
| liaments of England, ever directed any In- 
cumbrances to affect Lands, but by So- 
lemn Livery and Seiſin, or Matter of Re- 
cord; and therefore theſe clandeſtine Con- 
veyances are crept in, contrary to the In- 
tent and Meanings of Parliaments, and 
all the avowed Laws and Cuſtoms of the 
Kingdom. 
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T here are two common Titles to Lands 


in England: The one by Deſcent, which 
is prov'd by Marriages, Baptiſms, and Bu- 


rials; and the other by Purchaſe, which 
is prov'd by Deeds; and where there is 
one Diſpute of Title by Deſcent, there 
are ten by Purchaſe ; becauſe the Titles 
which ſhew the Deſcent are regiſter'd, and 
thoſe by Purchaſe are not; for were theſe 
Marriages, Baptiſms, and Burials, left at 
large without notifying of them as Pur- 
chaſers are, it would ſoon breed Confu- 
ſion in all the Deſcents of the Kingdom. 
And is it not a Reproach to the Law, that 
that part of the Titles of Lands, which 
is the Province of poor Pariſh Clerks, 


ſhould have more Certainty in it, than 


that which belongs to > the Nn of 
the Law? | 
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(1.3: - Twix® ASSERTION. 


That all Objections made agai ff 
à Regiſtry, upon Account of Miſ- 
8 68775 which may ar iſe by Die 
F covery of Titles, are not only con- 
trary to all the avowed Laws 
and Cuſtoms of England, but 10 
rbe very Eſſence of the Title, and 
the Hiftory of Conveyances. 


8 e 
OCOME Notice is eſſentially neceſſary 
to the Title of every thing that is 
Nile + To make a Title, is to take the 
Property of a thing from one Man, and 
put it into another; of which it is neceſſary 
that other Perſons ſhould have Notice as 
well as the Parties, or elſe the Purchaſer 
can have no Title, becauſe there is no 
Witneſs to give Evidence of it, in caſe 
the Seller ſhould deny it. And as ſome 
| Notice 
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Notice is abſolutely neceſſary to all Title, 


ſo the more Notice is, the better is the 
Title ; it were better for every Man who 
is Owner of an Eſtate, that all Men knew 


his Title, and then whenever he had oc- 
caſion to diſpoſe of his Eſtate, there would 
be no further Enquiry into the Title 


of his Lands, than to the Title of Money 
in his Poſſeſſion. 1 
And as Notice is thus neceſſary and ad- 


vantageous to Title, ſo in the Hiſtory of 
Conveyancing, the moſt perfect Titles are 


moſt notorious, or rather the moſt notorĩ- 
ous are moſt perfect. 
And becauſe Antiquity of Precedents is 


the greateſt . Argument in the Law: I'll 


quote one out of that Authority, which 
treats of Things done before the Founda- 
tions of the World, and foretells us of ſe- 


veral Things that will come to paſs after 


the Diſſolution of it. The Hiſtory of the 


World is but a Modern Treatiſe of Things 


of a late Date, which were done in Pur- 


bp before: 


ſuance of Councils and Decrees made 
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En : Matters of Fatt ſet for th, with- 
cut the Original Deſign and Inſtitution of 
them ſeem irrational, and to have no 
Meaning in them : Would any Thing ſeem 
more ridiculous, than that the taking off a 
Seal and Delivery of a Piece of Parchment 
by one Man ſhould give another Title to 
an Eſtate, if the Law were not known 
which gives the Sanction to this Cere- 
mony ? 

The Precedent I am going to quote 1s, 
That great Settlement of Eternal Life, 
made by God upon Jeſus Chriſt, for the Con- 

federations therein mentioned : The Epitome 
or Contents whereof, and the Manner of the 
Execution I find in that Hiſtory which we. 
call the Goſpel ; but becauſe the Contents 
thereof is not a Subject within this Eflay, 
I will not dare to touch upon it here: But 
the manner of the Execution being direct- 
ly within my Argument, (or rather my 
Argument within. that) I dare relate it as 
I find it. This Settlement was firſt en- 
rolled in Heaven (in the Volume of the Book 
| it 
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it is written of me) afterwards was ſealed 


and executed in the Blood of Chriſt (zhe 
Seal of the Covenant) in the Preſence of all 


the World (the Sound thereof is gone thro” 


| the whole Earth); and ſince that hath or 


ſhall be written and preached, printed 
and publiſhed in all Nations, Kingdoms, 
Tongues, and Countries: (This Goſpel 
muſt firſt be preached in all the World as a 
Witneſs to all Nations, and then ſhall the 
End be.) By all which God himſelf is 
bound up, from diſpoſing Eternal Life in 
any other manner than purſuant to this 
Settlement, without giving himſelf the 
Lye, which he cannot do; and Man hath 


ſuch Notice of this Title, that he cannot 


accept any other without becoming an Im- 


poſtor upon himſelf. 
And this is the higheſt PN for 


Man to form his Titles by, as far as it is 


imitable by him; The things on Earth are 
but the Patterns "of things in the Heavens, 


where the Originals are kept, to try the 


Truth of all things by. God delivered out 
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the firſt Forms of all things in the World, 


Abraham of Ephron, the Hittite, in theſe 


[20] 


of Ships, of regular Buildings, or Letters A 
written with his own Hand, of Marches 9 
and Encampments, taught the firſt Work- T7 
ers in Braſs and Bugle-work, Linnen and 
Silks, Plowing and Harrowing, Sowing 1 
and Reaping, Threſhing and Winnowing; 9 


all which he owns to come originally 4 
from himſelf, A Jove Principium. 1 

And now to begin with the Buſineſs of 1 
Man: The firſt Purchaſe I find, fince the 1 


Beginning of the World, was made by 


Words. And the Field of Epbron which 
was in Machpelah, which was before Mamre, 
the Field and the Cave which was therein, 
and all the Trees that were in the Field, 
that were in all the Borders round about, 
were made ſure to Abraham for a Poſſeſ- 
ion in the Preſence of the Children of Heth, 
before all that went in at the Gate of the 
City. 
Another was made by Boaz, of Naomi 

in theſe Words, And Boop: ſaid unto the 
8 Eider; 


[ 21 
Elders and unto all the People, ye are Wit- 
neſſes this Day, that T have bought all 
bat was Elimelecks, and all that was Chi- 
lions and Mablons of the Hand of Naomi: 
2 Moreover Ruth the Moabiteſs, the Wife 
of Mablon, have I purchaſed to be my 
4 Wife, ye are Witneſſes this Day. And all 
EC the People that were in the Gate and the 
Elders ſaid, We are Witneſſes, (O Tem- 
pora! O Mores ! ) Purchaſes and Marriages 
made without Lawyers and Prieſts ; How- 
ever I have mentioned theſe Conveyances 
more particularly, becauſe I fancy our mo- 
dern Conveyancers with all their Trumpery 
of Stationary Ware, can't make better ei- 
ther for Form or Subſtance, And theſe 
were made by Parol, being before the De- 
livery of the Form of Letters to Man. 
The firſt that I have obſerved in Wri- 
ting was the Purchaſe of Redemption 
made by Jeremy of Hananael in theſe 
Words, And I ſubſcribed the Evidence and 
fealed it, and weighed him the. Money in 
the Ballances, ſa I took the Evidence of 
the 
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the Parchaſe, both that which was ſeated 


according to the Law and Cuſtom, and 
that which 'was open, and gave them to 


Baruch in the Sight of Hananael, and 


in the Preſence of the Witneſſes, who 


ſubſcribed the Book of the Purchaſe be- 


fore all the Jews that ſate in the Court 


of the Priſon ; and charged Baruch, fay- 
ing, Take the Evidence, as well that which 
7s ſealed as that which is open, and put 


them in an earthen Veſſel, that * may 


continue many Days. 
By this it doth appear, that the Re- 
giſtring of Deeds is as ancient as the 


Deeds themſelves. Here is the Original 


ſealed, and then regiſter'd in a Book, to 
which the Witneſſes ſubſcribe their Names. 


© 


Now Baruch had the Cuſtody of the 


| Regiſtry, in the Nature of a Public No- 


tary for that Purpoſe, being elſewhere 
called Baruch the Scribe : But that the 
Original was deliver'd him, was an ex- 


traordinary Thing, for that belongs to the 


Purchaſer : : But it being juſt before the 


carrying 
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carrying away Captive into Babylon, (of 


which Jeremiah had notice) he delivered 


them both to Baruch, to hide them till 
the return of the Captivity, | 
That which I cite theſe Precedents 65 


is the Notoriety of them, by calling all the 


People together to bear Witneſs, and an 
Inrollment beſide to that which was in 
writing. 


nnn "OY 


Beginning of Deeds, ſhew the Intention 
of making them as public as they could 
be; Know all Men by theſe Preſents ; 


and, To all People to whom theſe Ow 


come, &c. 

And as the Law intends Notice of al 
things done by Deed, ſo it hath provided 
Publications for things done without Deed, 
as Fairs and Markets for ſelling of Cattle, 
that the Purchaſers may not be cheated: 
Publications in the Churches before Ma- 
trimony, and Regiſtring after it, to pre- 


vent Bigamy: So the Law marks Fe- 


ons 
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lons in the Hand that none might truſt 1 

And yet after all this, there is a Pro- 2 
viſion intended in the Bill for this Re- 1 
giſtry, whereby any one may conceal the 
Uſes declared of his Eſtate, yet ſo that 
there ſhall be ſome Notice taken of the 
Deed by which the Uſes are declared, 5 
that the Owner of the Land ſhall be in- 1 
| | capable of ſelling or mortgaging his Eſtate, 1 
*till he doth produce that Deed, where: 
by a Purchaſer or Lender cannot be de- 1 
[ut feated. 
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FourTH Ass ERTION. 
That all Objections made againſt this 

Regiſtry, upon Account of re- 
ducing the Practice of the Law, 
are one good Reaſon for it. 

PROPYE D. 


HE Practice of the Law in civil 


Cauſes is divided into three Sorts: 


F irſt, The transferring of Title, which is 


called Conveyancing. Secondly, The ſhew- 
ing forth and defending theſe Titles in 
Forms of Law, and this is called Pleading. 
Thirdly, The arguing upon theſe Convey- 
ances and Pleadings (when they come in 
Conteſt) before the Judges, and this is 
called Practice at the Bar. So that the 
Practice of the two latter doth ariſe from 
the Errors or Incertainties of the former. 
Were the Titles of Lands once made 
certain (which they may be by a Regiſtry 
know what I think 
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of the future Gains of the Law: The 


Profit of the Law ariſes from the Incer- 


tainty of Property, and therefore as Pro- 
perty is more reduced to a Certainty, the 
Profit of the Law muſt bereduced with it, 
the Fall of the one muſt be the Riſing of 
the other. Actions of Slander and Bat- 


tery, and Cauſes on the Crown fide, would 


ſcarce find ſome of the Circuiteers Perri- 
wigs, and yet (if we obſerve Evidence) 


they ſtand obliged to diſpute in Titles for 


many of theſe. Thief and Whore, Kick 


and Cuff, are very often the Effect of 


forcible Entries, Treſpaſſes, and ſerving of 
Proceſs, in which the Title comes fre- 
quently in Queſtion. But the reducing 
this Part of the Practice of the Law, are 
things not ſeen as yet. The Proximus 
ardet will fall upon the Conveyancers, 
and that not by altering the Forms of le- 
gal Conveyances, or taking them out of 
their Hands, or putting any Stop to the 


dealing in Lands, (for that will be in- 
creaſed) but by expoling their manner of 


Practice 
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matters, frumpt up in Bar-Gowns, Two 


1 
Practice in this conveyancing Part of the 
Law. rid h 
For as it was number'd among the Sins 
of one of the Kings of Iſrael, that he made = 
Prieſts of the mbaneſt of the People; ſo it "YN 
is the Misfortune of the People of Eng- |; 
land, that Conveyancers are frequently made 
out of old Attornies or Noblemens Leaſe- 


Qualifications are neceſſary to a compleat 
Conveyancer. Firſt, That he be incapable 
of diſpatching Buſineſs fo faſt as he ſhould, , 
Secondly, That he doth not diſpatch it /o 
faſt as be can. Not to ſpeak of bantering 
their Clients with their ſeeming Care and 
Caution in delaying their Buſineſs, ſnew- 
ing great Trunks of old Writings in their 
Chamber, calling to their Clerks (before 
them) for one Lord's Settlements and ano- 
ther Lady's Jointure, to tell what great 
Clients they have; and when they come 
to be paid, they reckon their Fees by 
Longitude and Latitude. I have ſeen an 
original Mortgage of one Skin, bred up 3 
* _-* | 
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by a Scrivener (in fix Years) to one and 
twenty, by aſſigning it every Year, and 


adding one Skin to every Aſſignment by 


Ricitals and Covenants; as Cows after 
three Years old, have one Wrinkle added 


to each Horn for every Year after, which 


ſhews their Age: And I am informed that 
one Deed of ſixty Skins was heaved out 
of a Conveyancery Office the other Day. 
At this Rate, in a little Time, the 
Clients muſt drive their Deeds out of the 
Lawyers Chambers in Wheel-barrows. 


Theſe Aſſignments and Re-afſignments of 


Securities, have been a pretty ſort of Per- 
quiſites, eſpecially if they have but an old 
Judgment or Statute kept on Foot, theſe 
are certain annual Incomes, I knew two 
Serjeants at Law (Uſurers) made it theic 
common Practice every long Vacation to 


ſwop Securities with one another, to make 


their Mortgages pay for the Aſſignment; 


and (doing this without Advice of Coun- 
ſel) they once merged an old Term, and 


thereby 7 their Tide to ſecure their 
Fees 5 


8 
4 
2 
CO, 
15 
72 
18 
: 

A 
by 
'$ 
Fs 
A 
9 
3 
75 
Hoh 
& 
px 
$ 
& 

1 
* 
CH 

14 
18 
1 

dy 
. 

7 * 

+ 
40 £ 
\ 5 %Y 
ft 38 

ht be 
8 * 
LE 
, * 
45 
725 
I 


29 


Fees ; which (as to them) anſwers the 
Character given of theſe Graduates by a 
foreign Hiſtorian, Eft in regno Angliæ 
genus hominum doctorum indoctiſſimum com- 
muniter vocat. The learned Serjeants at 
Law : Now I cannot think but theſe Con- 
veyancers and Aſſigners would be aſhamed 
to produce ſuch things to a Regiſtry ; and 
that therefore they muſt either abbreviate 


their Conveyances, or loſe their Practice. 
But whether this Regiſtry will make 


theſe Reductions: 1. Of the Length of 
Conveyances. 2. The Incertainties of 
Titles: And, 3. By Conſequence, the 
other Practice in the Law, I cannot tell: 
However I hope it, and beliave ſome of 
them fear it, 

But if the Cries of Monks and Friars 
had been regarded, we had never heard of 
the Diſſolution of Monaſteries ; and if the 
Clamours of Maſters of Requeſt, Clerks, 
and Eſcheators had prevailed, the Court of 
Wards and Liveries had been ſtanding at 
this Day, and yet perhaps moſt of theſe 

had 
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had either purchaſed their Places, or were 
bred up to that Part of the Law only. 


FIFTH ASSERTION. 


That the Aſſurance of the Title, and 
Diſpatch of Buſineſs by this Re- ; 
gifiry, will be more than equi- 
valent to all the Charge in Re- 
giftring the Incumbrances. 3 
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P R OV E D. | 

HE Certainty of Titles being tze 
main Drift of this Eſſay, it would ® 

be too mean an Argument to uſe for it, 

to ſay, That the Charge of Regiſtring of 

Deeds will be ſaved by reducing the Charges 

in making them, (altho' this be true) 

yet granting it ſhould not, and that this 

Regiſtry ſhould be an additional Charge to 

all others, yet the Privilege of it will be 

worth the Price. : 


It 


31 
It is faid, that whenever the Ld. Ch. J. 
Hales had made Purchaſe, he would ſay, 


Now I would give a Year's Purchaſe more 


10 be ſure of my Title: And if we ſhould 
aſk thoſe who have loſt their Eſtates for 


want of a Diſcovery of Deeds, they would 
ſet a higher Price upon it. 

Men generally make their Purchaſes 
(with the Acquiſitions of all their former 


Life) to ſettle them on their Poſterity, 
for whom they are more ſolicitous than 
for themſelves; and therefore they are 


always more jealous of the Title than the 


Value, becauſe a Deficiency in Title goes 


to the whole, but a Deficiency in Value 
goes but to- part only ; and for that Rea- 
ſon they would almoſt think nothing too 
much to aſſure them of their Title. | 

If a Man one hundred and fifty Miles 


from London, is to fue his Neighbour but 


for 10 J. he muſt employ an Attorney in 


the Country, who muſt ſend to another 


in London to make out a Writ, and this 
muſt be entered in one Office and ſealed in 
ano- 
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3 
another, and then ſent to the Sheriff, who 
muſt make out a Warrant, and deliver it 
to his Under-Officers, who muſt arreſt 
the Defendant, take a Bail-Bond to the 
Sheriff, and after Bail given to the Action, 
the Plaintiff muſt declare, to which the 
[Defendant may plead almoſt what he 
pleaſes for Delay; and if he pleads to 
Iſſue (which is the faireſt can be expect- 
ed) there muſt be Iſſue joined, a Record 
ſealed and ſent down to the Aſſizes, a Ven. 
and Diſtringas to return the Jury, No- 
tice of Trial to the Defendant, a Trial 
had, the Verdict return'd upon the Poftea, 
Judgment enter'd, Execution ſued out 
and delivered to the Sheriff, and a War- 


rant from him to his Under-Officer to 


le vy it. 

Now I don't calumniate this Proceſs for 
Recovery of Debts, nor did. I ever hear 
the Lawyers complain of this as a Burthen 
to the People. But why of all Troubles 
the Trouble of a Regiſtry ſhould be only 
grievous, I can't tell, unleſs becauſe it 


puts 
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6 
puts an End to Strife: Is it ſuch à mi ghty 
Trouble for an Attorney's Clerk when he 


is to enter upon a Judgment, to ſtep into 


the Regiſtry and leave an Entry made of 


it? And is it ſuch a great Trouble for a 


Man when he has ſealed a Deed, to go 
to the Regiſtry to acknowledge it? - 

There's more Trouble than all this in 
transferring Copyhold Eſtates, and yet we 
don't hear much Complaint about them: 
Men are ſeldom in ſuch haſte about laying 
out their Money, or at leaſt their Lawyers 
are not ſo violent in Diſpatch of their Bu- 


ſineſs, but they may diſpenſe with the 
Ceremony of a Regiſtry, to prevent the 


Loſs of their Eſtates. 

Feſtina Lente is the Conveyancers Motto, 
and therefore they adviſe their Clients 
not to hurry them, nor put them out of 
their own Pace; they muſt think nothing 


X troubleſome but the entring the Deed in 
a2 Regiſtry, To come to a Lawyer's 
Chamber twice a Week, to know when 

they ſhall come again; then to have a Bill 
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E 
of Directions to ſend for ſome Deed which 
the Lawyer wants, and which perhaps is 
a hundred Miles diſtant, in they know not 
whoſe Hands, to employ an Attorney to 
ſearch for Judgments, Statutes, Recogni- 
zances, Deeds inrolled in four Courts, to 
ſend for a Copy of a Will proy'd in a re- 1 
mote Dioceſe, and bring an Account ß 
all this to the Lawyer, and give a new i | 
Fee, and then begin again ; and may be "98 
two or three ſuch Recipes before the Title ; 
be finiſh'd ; and the Clients muſt not 
think much of all this, but take it as the Ih 
Natu re of Buſineſs, | 3 | 
And yet I can't fay but all this may be i 
neceſſary, as the Caſe now ſtands, which 
muſt ſtill grow worſe, if let alone: For 
the Troubles and Hazards of Titles muſt 
continually increaſe, until they are reduced 
to a greater Certainty by a Regiſtry. bw” 
But then as a Regiſtry would reduce 1 
the Incertainty of Titles, it muſt thereby © 
take away the Delays in Conveyancing, 
and conſequently abridge the Charges : 
| Pl 
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For as the Phariſees made long bien 
as a Pretence or equivalent for devoufing | 
Widows Houſes : So Practiſers in the 
Law muſt mike out long Bills, on Pre- 
tence for demanding large Fees ; Like 
ſome Tooth-drawers, who drag their Pa- 
tients by the Jaws about the Room, to 
ſhew them how hardly they earn theic 
Money. To cure a Deficiency in Titles, 
would be as fatal to Conveyancers, as the 
Cure of a lame Leg to a Beggar. | 

It is pleaſant enough to any one (but 
thoſe who are to pay for it) to read a 
Conveyancer's Bill of Fees, made out 
for Clients who don't pay well by the 
Great. 

To Counſel for peruſing ſeveral long Deeds 
of the Title, which from Beginning to the 
End was near fix Months, and drawing 
ſeveral long Conveyances, in all thirty 
Seins of Parchments, @a hundred Gui- 
neas. ZN 

To his Clerk for ingroſſing the ſame, and 
Expedition, 30 Pounds. | 
” F 2 | 80 
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SIXTH ASSERTION. 


That in caſe this Regiftry be admit- 
ted, it ſeems more pratficable 
and leſs troubleſome, to ſettle it in 
the Metropolis, than to diſpoſe it 


into the ſeveral Counties. 


HO! the Soil of Lands les in wal 
Counties, yet Concourſe of Buſi- 
neſs to the Metropolis, doth generally occa- 


ſion the transferring of Titles there (eſ- 


pecially of all that are conſiderable) ſcarce 
a Purchaſe or Mortgage of 500 J. but is 


= tranſacted in London; and by Poſts and 
= other Correſpondences, it is leſs trouble to 


tranſmit any thing thither, than few Miles 


in the Country. 


'Tis obſervable, that the Statute for In- 
rollment giving Liberty to enter Deeds in 
either of the four Courts at Meſiminſter, 
or in the County where the Lands lie. The 
latter is ſeldom uſed. 

And 
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And many Deeds containing Lands in 
ſeveral Counties, it would be inconvenient 
to enter them all. 

But ſhould it after warde be found ne- 
ceſſary to extend this elſewhere, it will be 
better done from this as a Precedent, than 
to ſettle it altogether. 

The - Judges of the Ken were at 


firſt reſident in the Kings Courts only, and 


from thence were made Itinerant as the 
Occaſions of the Country called for them. 
There can be no Streams without a 


Fountain, but when that is finiſh'd, the 


Water may be directed to any Place. 
Nothing can be perfected without a Be- 
ginning, and therefore to reſolve to do no- 
thing *till we can do every thing, is an 
abſolute Reſolution to do nothing, and puts 
us in the caſe of the impotent Man at the 
Pool of Betheſda, who (by Concluſion) 


was under an Impoſſibility of being heal- 


ed; for he could not be healed *till he 
ſtept in, and he could not ſtep 1 in becauſe 
he was lame, 


And 
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And having thus argued for Publication 
of Titles, as a Notice againſt Frauds, I 
hope Envy cannot ſay, but I have fairly 
A publiſhed my Thoughts about it; and were 
% Propoſitions for new Laws made as pub- 
ic as this before they paſſed, perhaps it 
3 might ſave the Labour of ſubſequent Acts 
= to repeal or explain them. 
7 1 As to what ] have ſaid in the L 7 
= appeal to them that know it, whether I 
1 z , have miſrecited or miſinterpreted it. 

= And notwithſtanding all that T have 
| ſaid of ſome of the Lawyers, I am ' ſo well 
| Jattsfied in my Relation to that Science, 
that I would not exchange it, to be a higher 
F Graduate in any other, And it is more 
5 5 owing to the Candour of the Chiefs of the 
= Law (who fit in the Seats of Judgment) 

1 in diſcouraging all fraudulent Practices, 
= and to the Care and Fidelity of the Practi- 
5 ſers of the Law, than to the Law itſelf, 

that there arc no more Frauds committed in 
Xx Zhe Titles of Lands, under the preſent In- 
== certainty of them: For we ſee, if but One 
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vr Two in an Age of that Profeſſion (and 
none of the moſt Learned neither ) do apply 
Shemſelves to drawing Deeds and forging 
Evidences, what Work they make in Wel- 


minſter-Hall. | 
And as my Lord Coke, ſpeaking of the 


third Court of Wards, ſaid, That though 
the Parliament had rejected ſeveral Propo- 
ſals for taking away thoſe Tenures, yet he 
did not doubt but God had that Kind- 
neſs for the People of England, that an 
Act would once paſs for that Purpoſe, by 
giving the Crown an Equivalent: All 
which was fulfilled ſince his Death : So I 
have that Foreſight of the growing Miſ- 
chiefs for want of a Regiſtry, that I am 
confident the Neceſſity of it will force its 
own Way : And therefore were J now a 


dying, I would ſend this out into the World 


to take its Fate, with this Motto only, 
— dine me, Liber, ibis in Orbem. 
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HEREAS by the Common- 
Law of this Realm, Lands, Tene- 


transferred from one to another, but by 
ſolemn Livery and Seiſin, or matter of 
Record. . 5 
And whereas by the Statute made in 
—= 2he 27th Year of the Reign of King Henry 
tbe Eighth, intitled, An Act concerning 
Uſes and Wills, a Bargain and Sale did be- 
| G come 


Eſtabliſhing a REGISTRY. 


ments, and Hereditaments, were not to be 
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come a compleat Conveyance in the Law, 


whereby Lands and Tenements might be 


transferred from one to another in a clan- 
deſtine Manner, without Livery and Seiſin, 
or Matter of Record. For Prevention 


whereof, by another Statute made in the 


the 27th Year of the late King Henry 


the Eighth, For Inrollent of Bargains 
and Sales; It was enacted, that from and 
after the laſt Day of July, which ſhould 


be and ſince was in the Year of our Lord, 


Manors, Lands, Tenements, or other He- Y 
reditarpents, ſhould pals, alter, or change $ 
from one to another, whereby any Eſtate 
of Inheritance of Freehold, ſhould be 


| made or take effect in any Perſon or Per- 


ſons, or any Uſe thereof to be made, by 
reaſon only of any Bargain and Sale there- 
of, except the Tame Bargain and Sale 
were made by Writing, indented, ſealed, 
and inrolled in one of the King's Courts of 
Record at Meſiminſter, or elle within the 
ſame County or Counties, where the 
ſame Manors, Lands, or Tenements ſo 

N z bargained 
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bargained or ſold, lie or be, before the 
Ciftos Rotulorum, and two Juſtices of the 
Peace; ind the Clerk of the Peace of the 
fame County or Counties ; or two of them 
at the leaſt, whereof the Clerk of the Peace 
to be one, and the fame Inrollment to be 


had or made, within fix Months after the 


Date of the ſame Writing indented. 

And whereas fince the making the ſaid 
Statutes, of late Years, there have been 
ſeveral Inventions for conveying of Eſtates 


of Inheritance of Freehold, by way of 


Leaſe and Releaſe, and alſo for making 
of Bargains and Sales thereof for long 


Terms of Years without Inrollment of 


ſuch Conveyances ; both which are 4 
manifeſt Abuſe of the ſaid Statute con- 
cerning Uſes and Wills, and an Evaſion 
of the faid Statute for Inrollments. 

And whereas the ſaid Conveyances by 
Leaſe and Releiſe, and Bargains and Sales 
for long Terms of Years, being clande- 
ſtine Conveyances to be executed any 


whete, and invented contrary to the In- 
G 2 tent 
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tent and Meaning of the ſaid Statutes, and 


all the ancient and avowed Laws and 


Cuſtoms of this Realm, are now of late 
Vears become the moſt uſual and com- 
mon Conveyances, for conveying of Free- 
hold Lands, whereby ſeveral Frauds and 
Abuſes have been committed, and ſeveral 
Suits and Contentions have riſen there- 
upon, to the manifeſt hazarding the Titles 
of the Freehold Lands of this Kingdom, 
and the Diſhonour of the Laws thereof. 
For Remedy of the Miſchiefs aforeſaid, 


by providing one certain Place, where all 


the Conveyances and Incumbrances herein 
after-mentioned, relating to Freehold 
Lands may be entered, in order to the 


more eaſy and ready ſearching and finding 


out the ſame. 


Be it enacted by the King's moſt Ex- 


cellent Majeſty, by and with the Advice 


aud Conſent of the Lords Spiritual and 


Temporal, and the Commons in this pre- 
ſent Parliament aſſembled, and by the Au- 
thority of the ſame. 
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then after, ſhall provide and keep within 
one of the Inns of Court, or ſome other 
Place, in or near the Cities of London or 
Weſtminſter, an Office of Regiſtry for the 
Purpoſes herein after- mentioned. And 
ſhall provide and keep in the ſaid Office, 
ſeveral Regiſter-Books for Regiſtring of 
Deeds and Writings in manner herein 
after-mentioned, the counterfeiting of 


which ſaid Stamps ſhall be and is hereby 
made 


—_ 


— 


And be it Enacted, that all Convey- 
ances, Grants, or Aſſignments of any Ma- 


nors, Lands, Tenements, or Heredita- 
ments of Inheritance of Freehold, within 
the Kingdom of England, or of any Rents 
iſſuing out of the ſame, or of any Leaſes 

or Terms for Lives or Vears to be made 


thereof, which at any time after the 
r ſhall 
be duty ſealed: and executed for good and 


awful 2 and ſhall after ſuch: 
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ſealing and executing thereof be Regiſtred 


in one of the ſaid Regiſter- Books, ſhall 
in reſpect thereof have and be eſteemed 


and taken to have the Privileges and Pre- 
ferences herein after- mentioned, that is to 
fay, that ſuch Conveyances, Grants, or Aſ- 


ſignments, from and after ſuch Regiſtring 


thereof, ſhall be good and effectual, ac- 


cording to the Purport and Contents there- 


of, againſt all other Conveyances, Grants, 
or Aſſignments whatſoever, which after 
the ſaid Day of 
ſhall be made of the ſame Manors, Lands, 


Tenements, or Hereditaments, and not 


Regiſtred as aforeſaid, notwithſtanding that 


ſuch Conveyances, Grants, or Aſſignments 
ſo omitted to be Regiſtred ſhall be prior 
in Date or Execution to the ſaid Convey- 
ances, Grants, or Aflignments, which ſhall 
be fo Regiſtred. 

Provided nevertheleſs that all ſuch Con- 
veyances, Grants, or Aſſignments ſo omit- 


ted to be Regiſtred as aforeſaid, ſhall, not- 


withſtanding ſuch Omiſſion, be good and 


effectual 


acti; + 


— 


. i A ny eee 
bo — 
+ "IE PX Ag - 
— - . r 


mg OE 
— — — LL Hoy = ag 9 * 
i — — - — 
_ — — 
a — — — 


— — — 
— — E 
—— — — 2 = 
» > I — - — - — 
r 
a 06% 
— 
= - 


= - — — - — — p 
— a a4 - — 22 th 5 
8 3, = - — 
2 5 2 EE — Ix Wy 2 _ * 

* —— — — — A * — — 1 = Vowel pr _—_— — * — 

1 — 0 — * q n — . 

1 
— 


1 


£ 1 — 
.F3} ; 
11 0 : 
Ws : * 141 2 
4 2 {78 ö 
1148 : 
ny 
ae $6 
6! 1166 
; | k 
10 . 
* Wt i 257 
+$: 4309 1+ BB?! 
is? : - 
+14: 48 15 
* * 4 . 
Nut 0 
Nein 
"WA 
3; 144 15 it 
3 3309-54! $4 
| | ' 
” if N 
Nai 
8 N 
i $441 
1 1 4 ry 
-O 434%.) 
» : - y 1 
7 : 4 
2 3 Lig [3 
11098 
3 $4 + 
LOS |; 
A „ : 
34 1947 
[9 l 5 5 
3; 
y 1 11 
* 4 Pi r 8 
0: 3 iy 
$3 5308S 4 
4 a3 p 
\ 234 
4 . wo | 
1 ; 
> 1 
q k Yd 
UT BS of 
1 3 | 
4 1 
"IS. : i8 : 
by Hin. n 
ev! 1 4 
74; 4 
in 2 ' 
4 4018111 
15 115 wr $3.4 
1 1 
1449 nh 
g F [1 
C 5 14 
by off #74 
. 4 4 iz 
f *3 5 ©: 
HEH F 
1 
! nh 
,B * 1 
IF 1 — 
* 7 
4.7 
" 1 
E 2 
inen 
. | 
17 3k . #4 
ARLEN 
4 - n +} © 
13 v1 £ k 
14 'L * 
* 4 4 1 
5 ; 
* 1 
4 ? 4 
1 
a 
1 I 
, 'F 
14 
9 
d 1 
, 3.781 
. $1! 
„ 
1 ! 
” $994 |} 
e 1 
1 
1 
1 bo o 
IE 1 
TEES 
* 11 
1 
—_— 
114 LY 
11 
N. 1 
1 
1 
t +4: 
l Ws 
; BY % 
, S258! 7 
333% I» 
"$337 I 
3 
54 833. ; 
% JF 2h 
1 £ 
C499 1 
KR : 
. N 4 
1 o : 
. 111 
} 
15 1 1 
17 1 
1 
335 1 TL; 
1 
3 \{ j 
Wi i: ; 
r 
19 
Lv | * * 
11 iN 
C "4 
$337 3 
5 1 i 
| 5 } 
ik. © 
inn 
N 7 
iin 
2 
. 
1 * 
ny - 
=. F J * 
YI ; - T 2 
39%: ? 4 
13 8 


+ Hs. 
effectual againſt the Grantors, or the Per- 
ſons making the ſame, and all other Per- 
ſons claiming under the ſaid Conveyances, 


Grants, or Aſſignments, which ſhall be ſo 


Regiſtred as aforeſaid, as fully and effec- 
tually, to all Intents and Purpoſes, as if 


this Act had never been made. | 
And for preventing a double Charge in 


enrolling” of Bargains and Sales of Inheri- 
tance of Ereehold, before the Entry there- 
of in the ſaid Regiſter-Books, Be it E- 
nated, That ſuch an Entry made as afore- 
ſaid, of any Bargain and Sale of Inheri- 
tance of Freehold, at any time within fix 


Months after the Date - thereof ſhall be 
deemed and taken to have, and is hereby 


made to have, the Force and Effect of an 


Enrollment within the ſaid Statute for En- 
rollment of Bargains and Sales, as fully and 
effectually to all Intents and Purpoſes as if 
the ſame were inrolled in either of the faid 
Courts of Record at Weſtminſter, or with 
the Cuſtos Rotulorum of the ſame County. 


And 
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And whereas ſeveral Conveyances or 
Aſſignments may be made by Endorſe= 

ments upon former Deeds, Be it Enacted, 
that when any Conveyance, Grant, or Af» 
ſignment, ſhall be duly Regiſtred as afore= 
aid, and after ſuch Regiſtring thereof, there 

” ſhall be any Grant, Conveyance, or Aſ- 

= fignment, Declaration of Truſt; or other 
2 Deed made by Endorſement thereon, that 
- the Regiſtring ſuch Endorſment is in one 
5 of the ſaid Regiſter-Books, and making a 
5 Reference therein to the ſaid former Deed 
on which the ſame was indorſed, ſhall be 
A 0 as good and effectual to all Intents and 
1 Purpoſes, as if the ſaid former Deed were 
"IH 2gain Regiſtred with the ſaid Endorſes 
ment. þ 
b And whereas it may be a to be 
ſometimes prejudicial or inconvenient, to 
publiſh the Uſes and Truſts to be declared 
of Lands, Be it Enacted, that where any 
Grants, Conveyances, or Aſſignments, ſnhall 
be made of any ſuch Manors, Lands, Tene- 
ments, or Hereditaments, as aforeſaid, to 
H any 
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any Utes, Intents or Purpoſes, to be expreſ- 


ed in the ſame Deed, or any other Deed to 


which the ſame Deed ſhall refer, that the 


Regiſtring of ſo much of ſuch Conveyances, 


Grants, or Aſſignments, by which the le- 
gal Eſtate of the ſame Manors, Lands, 


Fenemeènts, or Hereditaments, contained 


in the ſaid Deed ſhall ſtand transferred, 
and certifying ſuch Regiſtring upon the 
fame Deed ſo in part regiſtred, and alſo 


upon the other Deed- to which the ſame 


ſd in part regiſtred ſhall be made to refer, 


Shall. be eſteemed a Regiſtring of the ſaid 


Uſes or Truſts within this Act, whereby 
to entitle the ſame Uſes and Truſts to ſuch 


Preference as aforeſaid, as fully and. effec- 
tually to all Intents and Purpoſes; as if the 
ſame Uſes or Truſts were regiſtred at large, 


any thing herein contained to the contrary 
notwithſtanding. 

And- whereas Freehold Lands in Eng- 
I by ſeveral Acts of Parliament 


made liable to Executions on Fudgments, 


Recoguizances, and Statutes, which being 
entered 


* 


entered in ſeveral places, the Searches for 
the fame. are chargeable, and the finding 
of them difficult, to the further hazard- 
ing of the Titles of Lands: For Remedy 
thereof, Be it enacted, that no- Judgment, 
Recognizance, or Statute, to be had or ac- 
knpwledged at any time after the ſaid 

Day of __ ſhall bind 


ditaments, within the Kingdom of England, 
againſt any Purchaſers or Mortgagees 
thereof, except ſuch Lands, Tenements, or 
Hereditaments, as the Defendants. in ſuch 
Judgments, or the Cognizors in ſuch Re- 
cognizances and Statutes ſhall have on the 
Day of the Regiſtring thereof, with the ſaid 
Regiſter in manner herein after-mentioned, 
That is to ſay, that for all Judgments, the 
Names of Plaintiffs and Defendants there- 
in, the Sums recovered thereby, and 7be 
Day of the Signing thereof by the Judge, 
or other Officer ſigning the ſame, Shall be 
Regiſired ; and for all Recognizances and 
Statutes, the Names of the Cognizors and 

H 2 Cognigees 


or charge any Lands, Tenements, or Here- 
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cognixces A , the Sums thereby ac- 


' knowledged to be due, and the Day of 
the Acknowledgment thereof ſpall be Re- 
gifired.. 

And be it Enacted, that no Devile by 
Will of any Lands or Tenements within 
the Kingdom of England, ſhall be al- 
lowed as good againſt any Purchaſers or 
Mortgagees of the ſame Lands or Tene- 
ments, unleſs ſuch Will, or ſo much there- 


of, whereby ſuch Deviſe ſhall appear, ſhall 
be regiſtred in one of the ſaid Regiſter- 


Books, within ſix Months next after the 
Death of the Teſtator, provided that after 
ſuch Regiſtring of ſuch Will or Deviſe, 
the ſame ſhall take the Effect from the 
Death of the Teſtator. 

And be it Enacted, That the ſaid Re- 
giſter for the time being, or his ſufficient 
Deputy in that Behalf, ſhall, from time 
to time, certify the Days of all and every 
the reſpective Regiſtries therein before di- 


rected, upon fome Part of the Deeds or 
Writings ſo to be Regiſtred as aforeſaid, 
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by affixing the Stamp of the faid Office 


faid Certificate ſhall be taken as Evidence 


of ſuch Regiſtries in all Courts of Record 


and elſewhere. \ 


I cannot be ſo arrogant, to 


dictate this Bill to the Legiſlative 


Power; but if what I have aſſer- 
ted be true, T hope the more learn- 
ed Gentlemen of the Law, who 
ſhall oppoſe this Remedy, will ei- 
ther provide a better, or agree to 


this Motto (tor proclaiming the Laws 


of England) upon every Houſe in 
the Kingdom, NO ONE- KNOWS 
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